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APPENDIX 12 Group voting procedures 
 
1. General Assembly 2018 passed the following resolution (resolution 28): General Assembly 
encourages a flexible approach to how ministerial calls are issued and concurred, noting the 
variety of existing practice and the provisions of sections 1(1)(b), 1(1)(c), 2(1)(vii), 2(4)(A)(iii) 
and 2(4)(A)(vii) of the Structure of the URC. 
 
2.The Manual (Section B Structure) states:  
1.(1)(b) Where two or more Local Churches together, and in consultation with the synod, 
decide that their mission will be more effective if they share resources and ordained ministry, 
they may, with the approval of the synod, form an association known as a group of churches 
with a structured relationship and a constitution governing the way in which they relate to one 
another as to the sharing of both resources and the ordained ministry. Each church within the 
group shall retain its own identity, and its Church Meeting and elders’ meeting shall continue to 
exercise all their functions in relation to that church, save that, so long as the constitution shall 
so declare, decisions relating to the calling of a minister (see paragraph 2(1)(vii)) may be taken 
by a single group Church Meeting at which all the members of each of the constituent 
churches in the group shall be eligible to attend and vote.  
 
and 
 
1.(1)(c) Where two or more local churches together, and in consultation with the synod, decide 
that their mission will be more effective if they share ordained ministry (but not other 




