
Sparks and stories  – holiday club for 202416

Day one

Expect the unexpected
�(�Y�H�Q���L�I���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���D���F�O�X�E���E�H�I�R�U�H�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�D�\���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D�Q���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V���W�L�P�H�����L�V���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R��
show up? What will the children be like? Are we up to doing this? But, perhaps more importantly, 
�F�D�Q���Z�H���P�H�H�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�¶�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���R�Z�Q�����H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�"���7�K�L�V���L�V���D�O�V�R���P�R�U�H���S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���L�I���W�K�L�V���L�V��
�\�R�X�U���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V��

The two readings today are about defying expectations.

�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�\���-�H�V�X�V�����Z�K�R���Z�H���R�I�W�H�Q���V�L�Q�J���R�I���D�V���µ�P�H�H�N���D�Q�G���P�L�O�G�¶�����:�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���K�L�P���D�V��
the most perfect, obedient child ever. This story shows him as anything but matching these 
imaginings. He has run off from his parents and is holding his own with the best theologians of his 
day as a child prodigy. When his parents discover him, he gives them a snotty comment that must 
have been rather annoying after scaring them half to death.

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����W�K�H���P�X�V�W�D�U�G���V�H�H�G���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���L�V���Q�R�W���Z�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�����:�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H���Z�K�L�F�K���W�\�S�H���R�I���P�X�V�W�D�U�G���-�H�V�X�V��
was talking about, but they are normally small, smelly shrubs that attract vermin, not the stately 
trees of our fond imagination.

The point is that we often feel less open to new experiences and want to remain in our comfort 
�]�R�Q�H�V�����:�H���P�D�\���E�H���X�Q�X�V�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K�����:�H���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���I�R�Q�G���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V��
of past events or even long past events when people behaved differently. We may hate to admit 
things have changed radically.

We urge you to park these feelings and expectations. Be open to something new. The new people 
who may be attracted to our holiday offering can help us learn and be blessed through our time 
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����,�I���Z�H���G�R���W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����Z�H���E�R�W�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W��

�%�H���R�S�H�Q���W�R���P�X�W�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�V�����*�R�G���F�D�Q���E�H���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J��

What are the opinions and expectations you need to park in order to be open to the new 
experiences that this week offers?

�'�L�V�R�E�H�G�L�H�Q�W�����G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H���-�H�V�X�V��
Help us to lay aside our preconceptions.
Help us to put away our fears and worries about this week.
Holy Spirit, blow though our souls and through our buildings,
Clearing out our mustiness,
And bringing freshness to our souls and our lives.
We ask that you bless us in all we do this week.
Amen.
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