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The God of the universe, 
the one who laid the earth’s foundations 
and set the stars in their course, 
cares for you, for me, and for every living creature 
and invites us now to divine encounter.  

 
So let us come, full of expectant hope, 
that we will encounter the living God 
in the worship we now offer together, 
in the name of Jesus  
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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Loving Creator,  
in the whirlwind of life,  
where chaos and order entwine,  
we turn to you, who spoke to Job from the eye of a storm

 
 
 





Next, sprinkle the sand into the water and use the implement to stir the water to create 
a cloudy, churning mixture.  

 
Explain that just like the sand in the water, challenges, losses and suffering in life can easily 
swirl up and make it difficult to see a way forward.  

 
Light the candle and place it beside the container (stir again if needed). Explain that this 
represents God’s constant presence in our lives and that God’s light shines even in the 
murkiest of waters when life’s challenges make it gloomy and hard to see.  





http://www.unfoldinglight.net/


We pray for ourselves, for all people of faith who struggle  
to make sense of why a loving God could allow such suffering.  

 
Help us, O God, to hold onto faith in your loving nature 
even in the darkest of times.  
Give us courage to believe in your goodness,  
and your promise never to leave us or forsake us, no matter what.  

 
As we bring these prayers to you, O God,  
give us strength to not feel helpless,  
but empowered by your Spirit, to be agents of hope and love 
in places of suffering, as in places of possibility and new beginnings.  

 
May we be your hands and feet,  
co-creators of the world you long to see.  Amen. 

 

hũŜǊǘƻǊȅ  
 

Anyone who claims to be a ‘self-made person’ is quite simply deluded. Because there is 
no such thing!!!  

 
Nothing we can achieve is ever solely on our own merit. Think of the countless people 
who have offered time and teaching to make us who we are. The opportunities we’ve 
been given, the talents and skills nurtured by others… the innate gifts we have been 
given by God.  

 
We live in a truly interconnected world where all our successes and failures are 
dependent on a complex web of gifting and receiving.  

 




